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PUBLIC HEARING ITEM 1c. 
COMMERICAL MANAGEMENT OF SCUP 

 
Option 1: Status quo 
 

7.11.2 Commercial: 
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Nine (9) inches. 
 
(B)  Seasons, quotas and possession limit:  A total allowable harvest of Scup will 
be established annually, and shall be that amount allocated to the State of Rhode 
Island by the Regional Fishery Management Councils and/or the ASMFC. 
 

(1)  Winter I sub-period (January – April):  50,000 pounds per vessel per 
calendar day, decreasing to 1,000 pounds per vessel per calendar day once 
80% of the federal Winter I coastwide Scup quota has been harvested as 
determined by NOAA Fisheries.  
 
(2)  Summer - Fall sub-period (May - October):  The State quota for scup will 
be divided as follows: 
 

(a)  General Category (gear types other than floating fish traps):  Forty 
percent (40%) of the Summer- Fall sub-period quota will be allocated to all 
gear types except floating fish traps and allocated as follows: 

(i)  Summer sub-period (May 1 through the Saturday before the third 
Sunday in September):    
 

a. Allocation:  Two-thirds (2/3) of the General Category quota. 
 

b.  Possession limit:  10,000 pounds per vessel per calendar week.  
The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and 
ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When the Summer 
sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW, 
the fishery will close. The fishery will re-open on the third Sunday in 
September. 

 
(ii)  Fall sub-period (third Sunday in September through October 31):   
 

a.  Allocation:  One-third (1/3) of the General Category quota. 
 
b.  Possession limit:  10,000 pounds per vessel per calendar week.  
The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and 
ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When the Fall sub-
period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW, the 
fishery will close. The fishery will re-open at the beginning of the 
Winter II sub-period. 
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(b)  Floating fish trap:  Sixty percent (60%) of the Summer-Fall sub-period 
quota will be allocated to the floating fish trap sector.   

 
(i)   During those years in which the federal Winter I coastwide Scup 
quota is completely exhausted prior to April 15, the floating fish trap 
quota will be available on April 15. During those years in which the 
federal Winter I coastwide Scup quota is not completely exhausted 
prior to April 15, the floating fish trap quota will be available on May 1.  

 
(ii) If the DFW estimates that the Floating Fish Trap sector will not 
fully utilize its scup allocation prior to the end of the Summer-Fall sub-
period, beginning on June 15, the DFW has the authority to move the 
designated Floating Fish Trap sector allocation in to the general 
category fishery as set forth in this part. The DFW will consult with the 
Floating Fish Trap operators or their designee prior to enacting any 
allocation roll over, and will maintain written correspondence in the 
form of a letter on file as proof of said consultation.  
 
(iii) If the DFW estimates that the Floating Fish Trap sector may have 
a reasonable likelihood of utilizing prior to the end of the Summer-Fall 
sub-period, a portion of its scup allocation that has been transferred to 
the general category scup fishery, and has not as yet been used by the 
general category scup fishery, the DFW has the authority to move the 
designated general category Scup fishery quota to the Floating Fish 
Trap sector. Any quota that was rolled over from the General Category 
to the Floating Fish Trap sector shall not exceed the amount that may 
have been transferred from the Floating Fish Trap sector to the 
General Category. 
 
(iv)  Floating Fish Trap Reporting Requirement:  Floating fish trap 
operators permitted pursuant to RIGL Section 20-5-1 will be required to 
report landings of scup to SAFIS every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, of every week that the trap is in operation.  If there is non-
compliance with this reporting requirement, the Floating Fish Trap 
operators will be notified and will default to the following program: 

 
a.  April 15 – October 31:  During those years in which the Winter I 
Federal Coastwide Scup Quota Allocation is completely exhausted 
prior to April 15, the floating fish trap quota will be available on April 
15.  The possession limit will be 25,000 pounds per floating fish 
trap per calendar day.  Once ninety percent (90%) of the sub-period 
allocation is projected to be harvested, the possession limit will be 
5,000 pounds per fish trap licensee per calendar day until one 
hundred percent (100%) of the quota has been harvested. 
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b.  May 1 – October 31:  During those years in which the Winter I 
federal coastwide scup quota allocation is not completely 
exhausted prior to April 15, the floating fish trap quota will be 
available on May 1. The possession limit will be 25,000 pounds per 
floating fish operator per calendar day.  Once ninety percent (90%) 
of the sub-period allocation is projected to be harvested, the 
possession limit will be 5,000 pounds per fish trap licensee per 
calendar day until one hundred percent (100%) of the quota has 
been harvested 

 
(v)  Floating Fish trap operator:  For purposes of this section, fish trap 
operator shall refer to a resident person or resident corporation 
currently issued a permit pursuant to RIGL §20-5-2.  The maximum 
possession limit per floating fish trap licensee shall be the amount set 
forth above regardless of the number of authorized trap locations, the 
number of vessels or the number of licensed fishermen who may be 
working for or may enter into contract with the floating fish trap 
operator.  While engaged in the operation of a fish trap, any licensed 
fisherman that may be working for or may enter into contract with the 
floating fish trap operator waives any individual right to possess scup 
pursuant to a possession limit set out in these regulations. 

 
(3)  Winter II (November 1 – December):  2,000 pounds per vessel per 
calendar day, decreasing to 500 pounds per vessel per calendar day once 
70% of the federal Winter II coastwide Scup quota has been harvested as 
determined by NOAA Fisheries. 
 

(C)  Trawl vessel gear restrictions - minimum mesh size:  Owners or operators of 
otter trawl vessels possessing five hundred (500) pounds or more of scup from 
November 1 through April 30; or two hundred (200) pounds or more of scup from 
May 1 through October 31, may only fish with nets that have a minimum mesh 
size of five (5) inches diamond (inside measure) or square mesh with a minimum 
length of seventy-five (75) meshes from the terminus of the net. For nets with 
less than seventy-five (75) mesh codends, the entire net will be five (5) inch 
minimum size diamond or square mesh.  

 
(D)  Scup pots: 

 
(1)  Pot limits:  Each person utilizing pots in the scup fishery shall be 
permitted to fish up to fifty (50) pots regardless of the number of licenses on 
board the vessel.  
 
(2)  Pot construction - escape vents:  All scup pots must be constructed with 
escape openings.  Openings may be circular, rectangular, or square, and 
must be a minimum of 3.1” diameter,  2-1/4" X  5-3/4" if rectangular or may be 
constructed of 2-1/4" X 2-1/4" wire mesh.  Escape vents must be attached 
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with biodegradable fasteners which allow vents or panels to fall away from the 
trap after loss.  
 

(3) The hinges or fasteners of one panel or door must be made of one of the 
following degradable materials: 
 

(a) Un-treated hemp, jute, or cotton string 3/16” (4.8mm) or smaller; 
 
(b)  Magnesium alloy, timed float releases (pop-up devices) or similar 
magnesium alloy fasteners; 
 
(c) Un-galvanized or uncoated iron wire of .094" (2.4mm) or smaller; or 
 
(d) If "bungee" cord or other elasticized material is used to fasten the top, 
it must be secured to the trap with a degradable hog ring. 
 

(4) Buoy Lines:  The use of floating line within eight (8) feet of the surface of 
the water is prohibited on all scup pots, traps, or similar contrivances. 
 

7.11.3 Dealer Regulations:  
 

(A)  Prohibition on the transfer of Scup:  No Scup may be purchased, bartered, or 
sold within the State of Rhode Island unless in compliance with the following: 

 
(1)  The licensed person in charge of the vessel may only transfer scup to 
a dealer licensed by the State of Rhode Island.  Dealers are required to 
be licensed by the Department (in compliance with RIGL 20-2-27 (d), or 
20-2-28.1). 

 
(2)  All scup must be weighed prior to the removal of the scup from the 
dealer’s premises or from the point of transfer. 
 
(3)  The weight scales must be certified in accordance with RIGL Chapter 
47-1. 


